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Following the update from Richard below, we'd be very grateful if you could fill out this
quick questionnaire online to give us a better idea of your thoughts on how our classes

could be restructured to allow us to keep everyone as safe as we can. 
 

 

THE FUTURE OF GECKOS

 

 

AN OUTDOOR TRIP!

 

 

 

We're SO EXCITED to be planning a one
day outdoor trip to Tonbridge Wells on
July 22nd.  It's £95 per person - inclusive
of kit hire.  Spaces are very limited and
you'd need to travel there independently.  
Email us if you have any questions about
group size/Covid measures. 

AN UPDATE FROM

RICHARD:

 

 

 

With the government beginning to
tentatively raise the lockdown, The Castle
may soon be able to reopen.  Geckos kids
club will follow, though possibly not until
September or October, when schools fully
reopen.  Nevertheless, this might be a good
time to begin to consider how Geckos
might look.
 

Any changes will clearly be determined by
the need to prevent potential transmission
between anyone in the climbing centre.
While evidence suggests that the
overwhelming majority of children
experience few, if any, serious symptoms,
we will need to err on the side of caution.
 

The Association of British Climbing Walls,
who publish a regular Covid update on
their website, will be taking the lead here.
Any restrictions may need to remain in
place until there is an effective widely-
available vaccine or treatment.  As yet,
nothing has been formally decided, but
may include the following:
- A limit on the maximum number of
people in the Centre at any one time
- 2m distance between climbers and top-
roping pairs (this may be reduced,
following the latest guidelines)
- The use of face-masks for instructors
- A reduced number of courses
 

 

 
- Dedicated teaching areas
- Smaller groups and shorter sessions
- No cafeteria or communal water-
fountains
 

In addition, all communal surfaces will
continue to be cleaned regularly and rental
and teaching equipment will be cleaned or
quarantined as necessary.  While it's
clearly not going to be feasible to
individually clean all of the thousands of
climbing holds or ropes, centres will
instead need to provide antiseptic hand-
gel at the entrance and around the
building.  Efficient ventilation is also
important; fortunately The Castle benefits
from very high ceilings and a sophisticated
aeration system.
 

Once we know more, including a firm date
for reopening, we will let you all know. 
 Thanks for your patience during this time
and we look forward to welcoming you
back to Geckos soon.
Richard
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N86NQNH


 

90 year old Margaret Payne is climbing
the height of Suilven mountain (731m)
via her stairs at home!  She first climbed
the mountain back in 1944 and now
almost 75 years and one artifical knee
later she's doing it again indoors.  She's
smashed her initial fundraising target -
raising an incredible £344,000 for the
NHS, Highland Hospice and the RNLI.
Congratulations Margaret!

 

 

 

 

This week, we caught this excellent
documentary about another incredible
climbing challenge on the Old Man of Hoy.
Climber Jesse Dufton has retinitis
pigmentosa, a rare genetic disease that
breaks down the retina's cells.  Despite his
degenerating vision, he continues to make
remarkable progress with his climbing.
Climbing Blind follows his quest to become
the first person to lead a climb up this
famous stack.  It's available to watch on
BBC iPlayer.

... PLANNING YOUR OWN

OUTDOOR TRIP?

 

 

 

So many people love climbing because it
gets us out into nature and now - more
than ever - feels like a great time to get 
 out onto the crag.  If you're   planning an
upcoming outdoor trip, avoid turning up
to an area that's closed with this  handy
guide from the BMC.  

...OR TOO YOUNG

 

 

 

Eight year old Edward Mills became the
youngest person to climb Old Man of
Hoy, a sea stack off the Scottish coast. He
raised £34,000 for Climbers Against
Cancer in support of his mother, who has
terminal breast cancer.  He said it was the
hardest thing he had ever done.  What an
incredible achievement!

CHARITY CLIMBS PROVE

YOU'RE NEVER TOO OLD..

 

 

CLIMBING BLIND

 

 

GB COACH TRAINING

 

 

 

Fed up of the same Youtube workout
videos?  How about a bit of strength
training from GB climbing coach Liam
Briddon...

TEST YOUR MOUNTAIN

KNOWLEDGE

 

 

 

How  much do you know about the
mountain ranges of the word?  Test your
knowledge by taking this Guardian Quiz

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-scotland-52747494/fundraiser-margaret-payne-90-climbing-suilven-on-stairs-for-nhs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-scotland-52747494/fundraiser-margaret-payne-90-climbing-suilven-on-stairs-for-nhs
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=MargaretPayneArdvar-SuilvenChallenge&pageUrl=1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000jb7t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000jb7t
https://www.thebmc.co.uk/covid19-climbing-hotspots-to-avoid-in-england
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-44423914#:~:text=An%20eight%2Dyear%20old%20boy,Christian%2C%20has%20terminal%20breast%20cancer.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/edwardandtheoldman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3gJEBD7iaY
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/may/29/take-a-peak-at-our-mountains-quiz

